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http://www.firstlutheranyork.com 
 
Newsletters will now be available on the website.  This is the last newsletter you will get in 
the mail unless you request it mailed to you by filling out and returning the form below.   
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
If you wish to continue to get the newsletter in the mail, please fill out this form and return it to 
the church by placing it in the offering plate, mailing it, or by returning it to the church office. 
 
Name_________________________________________ 
 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
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The Challenge (and Promise) of Baptism 
by Paul Lutter 

 
Before God promises, God threatens the status quo in the waters of baptism. For through baptism, God 
challenges how we hear, see, speak and live in the world. Through it, God also challenges how we relate to 
God and those around us. Further, in baptism, God even challenges how we see and know ourselves. 
     As it is often practiced and talked about in the church, baptism might not seen all that threatening a way 
for God to meet and deal with us. Perhaps it’s in the words we use to describe it: Rebirth. Washed. Named, 
Claimed, Adopted. As helpful as they are, these images have lulled us to the challenge stirring underneath 
them. 
     Joined together with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in the waters of bap-tism, we, too, are put 
to death and raised up with Christ. In and through these waters, God not only challenges but also makes 
good on the warning to put us to death in order to raise us up to new life. 
     Startled by this possibility, some will want to soften the challenge by suggesting that this is metaphorical, 
symbolic of the ways God works, but not actually what God does for and with us in the waters of baptism. 
Others want to de-emphasize the challenge by focusing instead on the unity brought about through the 
waters of baptism. 
     Before unifying us, however, God puts real sinners to real death and really raises up new beings in Christ 
in and through the waters of baptism. The more ardent the attempt to avoid this challenge, the more loudly 
the likes of the apostle Paul, Martin Luther and some later interpreters of Luther’s theology call attention to it. 
     On account of Christ Jesus who dies and is raised from death for us, we are bap-tized into Christ’s death 
and resurrection. Emerging from the waters of baptism, we heart his challenge anew, no longer as a 
challenge, but as sheer promise. Our lives are not our own. We are Christ’s own, and Christ is ours. Nothing 
– not one thing – is going to sever us from Christ who death and resurrection is our “forgiveness, life and 
salva-tion,” as Luther writes. 
     The author of Colossians proclaims it this way: “… for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God” (Colossians 3.3). No longer a threat to us, death and resurrec-tion – Christ’s and ours – is a threat to 
those things that seek to stand between us and Christ and us and one another. Yet for us, death and 
resurrection is nothing but prom-ise. It is our hope made flesh. 
     Out of the promise of death and resurrection, God in Christ pours out upon us prom-ise upon promise in 
the waters of baptism. Naming the promises given in baptism, Luther writes in the Small Catechism, “It brings 
about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to those who believe 
it, as the words and promise of God declare.” 
     In the story of Jesus’ baptism in Mark’s Gospel, heaven is “ripped apart” or “torn apart,” depending on 
translation. It is through the interpretation of this phrase by the late New Testament theologian Donald Juel 
that we come to know something of the kind of God who makes promises to us on account of Christ through 
the waters of baptism. It is Juel’s great insight to point out that once heaven is “torn apart” after Jesus is 
baptized, God is no longer separated from the world. Rather, God is always, everywhere, and for-evermore  
“on the loose” in the world. God is “on the loose” in the world. God is “on the loose” among us in Jesus Christ. 
We are never again the same. 
     Filled to the brim with the promises of the crucified and raised Jesus Christ to whom we’re joined in the 
waters of baptism, we, too, are set free to be “on the loose” in the world. While God’s freedom unleashed in 
Christ points to death and resurrection for us, our being unleashed is not about saving the world around us. 
We are baptized in Christ Jesus. We are not Christ. Rather, we are unleashed, by the power of the Spirit, to 
be about the work of proclaiming forgiveness to those how are sin-full, working for and with others toward 
reconciliation, making room for those who have been marginalized, and listening to those who have been 
silenced. 
     The list goes on and on, but it all points to the same thing. Baptized into the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, and on the basis of Christ’s death and resurrection alone, we are called to love and care for our 
neighbors. We don’t need to plan how we’re going to live out our vocations, though. God, who is “on the 
loose” in Christ, will set us loose in places where our gifts can be used to threaten death itself with God’s 
gracious promises. 

[Reprinted from Seeds for the Parish , Summer 2011.] 
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A  Paul and Peter 
B  white 
C  According to tradition, it was Peter, who 
claimed he was not worthy to die in the same 
way Christ did. 
D  The Geneva Bible, published in 1560 

 FIRST LUTHERAN RECYCLES 
                                   — DO YOU ? 

�����������	�
 
A. Which two apostles are mentioned most in the Bible? 
B. In Revelation, what color do the armies of heaven wear? 
C. What apostle was crucified upside down? 
D. What was the first Bible version to be divided into verses? 
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1 Pray for the summer ministries of Holden Village, Wash. 
 
2 Give thanks for the partnership between the ELCA Global Mission unit and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada’s Mission in the World and Global Mission programs. Together, they share a long history 
of cooperation moving forward together in global mission. 
 
3 Pray for those who experience poverty and struggle for daily bread, who live without security, safety or 
shelter. 
 
4 Pray for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, S.D., as they relocate to new church buildings this 
summer and continue to reach their community with the presence of Christ. 
 
5 Give thanks to God for the ministry of the Rev. Brian Palmer in Totota, Liberia, and his wife Christine’s 
service with the library program of the local Lutheran secondary school. 
 
6 Pray for the members of the ELCA e-Advocacy network that the Spirit will move them to action for the 
betterment of their community, their state and the world, especially as they meet with their legislators in their 
in-district offices this month. 
 
7 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  
God of creation, we thank you for the awesome beauty of the land and sea in New Zeland (New Zealand) 
and Australia, for the rich diversity of people, and for your sons and daughters who seek to live out your will. 
 
8 Pray for the ELCA Resource Centers and their ecumenical partners who continue to serve the church as 
centers for learning and sharing best resources and best practices. 
 
9 Pray for the Rev. Arden and Janna Haug as they serve in Slovakia. Arden is the regional representative for 
Europe and serves as the interim pastor for the Bratislava International Congregation. 
 
10 Pray for Pastor Bill Pape and the congregation of Peace Lutheran Church in Joplin, Mo.,whose church 
building was destroyed by a tornado. 
 
11 Pray for Amy Pennenga, a ELCA Young Adult in Global Mission in Toton, England, who works with the 
youth of the churches in the town. God’s blessings be with them as they travel with a group of English youth 
and families to Zambia this summer to participate in a Habitat for Humanity project. 
 
12 Give thanks for the gifts of the youth of our societies on International Youth Day (recognized by the UN). 
 
13 Pray for Christie Hanson and the Rev. Eric Anspach-Hanson who serve the English-speaking 
congregation at Tokyo Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church. Christie 
and Eric participate in the campus ministry and English teaching program at Hongo Lutheran Church. 
 
14 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  
We thank you, O God, for the people of the Pacific Island nations and Papua New Guinea, whose vibrant 
faith gives reason to celebrate your goodness. We thank you for the many gifts of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Papua New Guinea and its historic relationship with the ELCA. 
 
15 Pray for all who gather at the ELCA’s 2011 Churchwide Assembly in Orlando, Florida, August 15-19. May 
their deliberations on behalf of this church be guided by the Holy Spirit. 
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16 Give thanks for the Reverends Michael and Terri Church who enter their third year working with an English-
language ministry in Cluj, Romania, in cooperation with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Romania and the 
ELCA Metropolitan New York Synod. 
 
17 Pray for our elected leaders to create state budgets that care for the poor and vulnerable. 
 
18 Pray for the Rev. Kevin Jacobson as he serves the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Suriname. Pray for Kevin 
as he continues to master the Dutch language and develop lay leadership training for the church. 
 
19 Pray for the tornado ravaged areas in Georgia, Alabama, Missouri, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. 
 
20 Give thanks for the ministry of the Rev. May Wong-Tsui who serves Union Church, an international 
congregation in Hong Kong. Pray for the community that she serves, many of whom are expatriates from 
countries from around the world. 
 
21 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
God of grace, look with favor on the people and churches of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, as they face new 
challenges and hope. We thank you for the links in faith and witness that emerge in the companion relationship 
between the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church and the ELCA Delaware-Maryland Synod and for the 
mission zeal that emerges from the strong companion relationship between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Lithuania and the ELCA Grand Canyon Synod. 
 
22 Pray for the ELCA public policy directors as they work for reconciliation, care of creation and the end of 
hunger and poverty nationally and around the world. 
 
23 Pray for all who are affected by the flooding along the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers and in Minot, N.D.; 
pray for those who come to help in the wake of disaster. 
 
24 Pray for the ministry of Nathan and Sharonette Bowman as they serve the Japan Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kumamoto, Japan, where they work with social services for the elderly and children, serve a local 
congregation, and assist with an English-language worship community. 
 
25 Pray for Rejoice! Lutheran Church’s "Spirit Matters" ministry to adult mentally handicapped individuals in 
Omaha, Neb., as they meet every Thursday evening. 
 
26 Pray for peace and reconciliation for the people of Sudan and Darfur.   
 
27 Pray for those around the world who must live far from their families and homes in order to make a living and 
provide for their families. 
 
28 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
We thank you, O God, for the churches in the Romania, Poland, Hungary and Slovakia; for the Christian 
education of children and young people, for increased practice of Bible reading and prayer in homes, and for 
perseverance in confessing the faith in a changing environment. 
 
29 Pray for the St. Matthew Youth Center in York, Pa., as it begins its 44th season of operation in September. 
The center provides a safe and caring place with recreational activities for youth grades 6-12 three evenings a 
week.   
 
30 Pray for the new mission personnel who are being deployed to many corners of the world this summer. Give 
thanks for their service to the church and their devotion to mission in God's world. 
 
31 Pray for the new Congregational Leadership Academy of the ELCA Eastern North Dakota and Northwest 
Minnesota Synods. The academy seeks to equip lay leaders with best practices for using their God-given gifts 
in service to congregations. 
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Council Meeting Minutes...Monday July 11, 2011 
Meeting called to order by Brian Leggett.  Present were Leggett, Hannah Miller, Scott Kohmet-
scher, Trevor Hansen, Darroll Loschen, Sharlene Most, Bondel Friesen, Pastor Terry, Beth 
Cosgrove, Valerie Kaliff, and Denny Johnson 
 
1.Opening-  Pastor led with a reading and a prayer. 
 
2.Approval of agenda .  Most approved.  Cosgrove 2nd.  All ayes. 
 
3.Approval of Minutes  from April.  Miller approved.  Most  2nd. All ayes 
 
4.Financial Report-   Bondel gave updates. Most approved.  Cosgrove 2nd.  All ayes.  
-Hansen moved that we reimburse general fund expenses for capital campaign out of building 
fund.  Kaliff 2nd.  All ayes. Loschen moved to change line item for building fund to 12,000 for 
year.  Miller 2nd.  All ayes.    
 
5.Building Fund -  
a)Review information 
b)Line item change-6100 
c)Ayars and Ayars called to give go ahead on the project.   
d)Roof will want to wait until addition.  State Farm issued a check and will be put into building 
fund.   
e)Discussed possible "wish list" for new building 
h)No date set for groundbreaking yet. 
 
6.Pastor’s Report  
a)Membership for Clark and Katrina Mitchell and Kiera from Immanuel Lutheran Sioux City 
b)Vacation July 25-August 8.  Karen Bolton will  have the pulpit. 
c)VBS was a success and had 20 attend.  Waiting to hear from youth about summer camps 
 
7.President’s -Continued discussion about Ayars and Ayars and building project.  Will try to 
get a representative out for the August meeting.   
8.Office-  No report 
9.Committees - 
a)Education-  
    a)Education will meet on July 13th.  SPARK curriculum for the fall. 
b)Endowment- No Report.  Review Bylaws.   
c)Memorial- No Report. Review Bylaws 
d)Mutual Ministries- No Report. Review Bylaws 
e)Outreach-No Report, met and worked on newsletters.  Discussed bylaws.  
f)Property- No Report. 
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g)Social- Will meet on 7/19.  Contacted about serving one meal a month at living water missions.  
Reviewed bylaws.   
h)Stewardship- Will meet on August 2nd. 
i) Worship- Will meet on August 2nd.   
 
10. Old Business  
a)Review attendance discuss ways to increase by using the outreach committee.  
b)Continue bylaw review at committee meetings.  Review jobs, roles, duties, etc.    
    
11.)New Business  
a)None at meeting 
 
12.  Adjournment -  Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
 
Next meeting is set for Monday August 8th.   
 
Submitted by Scott Kohmetscher, Council Secretary 
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In recent days, an Associated Press report focused on the status of the relationship between the 
ELCA and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) in providing services through joint service 
agencies. The article stemmed from the release of a preliminary report authored by the LCMS 
indicating they would be reviewing their participation in such partnerships. 
  
The direction taken by the LCMS is not unexpected, as their current national leadership signaled 
upon their election their intention to pursue this course. In the midst of this, it is important to note that 
the Nebraska Synod deeply appreciates the healthy relationship it enjoys with the Nebraska District - 
LCMS and our work together to effectively minister to the needs of others over the years. 
  
While the news article has created some uncertainty about the status of our partnerships with the 
LCMS, we are focused on several things of which we are certain: 
· The ELCA and the Nebraska Synod remain committed to our Lutheran service agencies and the 

good work and ministry they do for so many people. 
· The ELCA and the Nebraska Synod are focused on how we as Christians can best serve and 

care for our neighbors, regardless of specific organizational structures. 
· The ELCA and the Nebraska Synod continue to be open to working with our brothers and sisters 

in Christ that share those same values. 
In the coming weeks and months, should there be further developments on this issue, we will work 
to keep you informed. 
  
There is much mission and ministry to be done. As a church, may we continue to be open to the 
direction the Holy Spirit moves us and strive to be the faithful servants God has called us to be. 
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1 - Jane Willis 
2 - Mark Hoferer 
2 - Ray McKenna 
2 - Aubrey Throener 
4 - Ashley Leggett 
4 - Nicholas Tonniges 
5 - Dorothy Nygren 
5 - Ellen Weber 
6 - Roxane Johnson 
6 - Randy Scherer 
7 - Dixie Apetz 
7 - Gwen Nelson 
7 - John Schulz 

9 - Jean Gaver  
10 - Norma Christian 
10 - Pat McCullough 
12 - Donna Baker 
12 - Cody Hoferer 
12 - Joshua Hoffman 
13 - Rory Huber 
13 - Valerie Kaliff 
14 - Kenny Mostrom 
15 - Ray Richards 
16 - Danny Homan 
17 - Allan Schmidt 
17 - Dave Willis 
19 - Michael Johnson 

4 - Russell and Diane Crouch 
16 - Jim and Jeanette Wagner 
16 - Mike and Carolyn Sandall 
18 - Dean and Jeanette Richardson 
18 - Brian and Kim Tonniges 
18 - Jason and Brandi Throener 

20 - Scott Dewey 
27 - Eileen Krumbach 
28 - Sam Johnson 
28 - Beth Sandall 
30 - Becky Quast 
20 - Sheri Hennings 
22 - Jedediah Blackburn 
22 - Randy Doremus 
22 - Mark Nannen 
22 - Hailey Samson 
23 - Bud Exstrom 
23 - Phil Hallisey 
25 - Drew Danielson 
25 - Jeff Smith 
25 - Talia Walford 
25 - Teran Walford 
26 - Ryan McGowan 
26 - Riley Sandall 
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Pastor Terry’s e-mail at church 
tcosier@inebraska.com 
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20 - Dennis and Roxane Johnson  
20 - Bob and Dai Hineline 
20 - Jim and Eileen Krumbach 
26 - Darren and Jennifer Barker 
28 - Jim and Kim Hoffman 
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http://www.firstlutheranyork.com 
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Guy & Stacey Stark family 
Orpha & Bondel Friesen 
Jill Cosier 
Sharon Lott 
Julie Pracheil 
Richard & Norma Christian 
Paula Logston 
Bud & Elaine Exstrom 
Merlyn & Velda Minderman 
Jim & Kim Hoffman 
Josh & Liesal Hoffman 
Jim & Lois Petersen family 
Jeff & Erin Wiens family   

��	��
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Trevor & Marla Hanson family 
Brian Leggett 
Larry Hineline 
Cully & Lita Sila 
Dan Price & Sheri Hennings 
Jim & Lynn Rumery family 
Scott & Stacy Kohmetscher family 
Beth Cosgrove 
Allan & Karen Houtwed 
Don & Helen Lulow 
Linda Duell 
Roger & Jane Jackson 
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE  
 
8/7 - Matthew and Nicholas Ackerman 
8/14 - Hannah Norquest and Shelbi Pieper 
8/21 - Morgan and Shelby Rumery 
8/28 - Rylie Krause and Kaleigh Homan 
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CONGRATULATIONS .. ...your son, daughter, niece, nephew or grandchild is 
getting married !! And you are already thinking of the perfect WEDDING GIFT that 
will last a lifetime !   
 

Look no further.....the Lutheran Engaged Encounter has your answer.  A weekend 
with other engaged couples and plenty of time alone together to build a closer rela-
tionship offers a wonderful  positive and personal experience.  It is designed  to  give 
couples  planning  marriage  the      opportunity to talk honestly and intensively in a 
face-to-face way about their future life together, their strengths and weaknesses, 
their desires, ambitions, and goals; and their role in church and society. 
 

In the narthex there are brochures located in the pamphlet rack that give all the de-
tails of dates, time and places throughout the entire United States. 

LUTHERAN  
ENGAGED  

ENCOUNTER 

First Lutheran’s  
Wedding Coordinator : 

Jen Hoebelheinrich 

A wedding is just a day 
A Marriage is a Lifetime ! 

���������	
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Groundbreaking is scheduled for Sunday, August 
28th, following the morning worship service. 

Probable construction start will be after Labor Day. 
Come and be part of the excitement as our building/

renovation project begins. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
7 pm - 
Stewardship 
Committee  
7:30 pm - 
Worship 
Committee 

3 4 5 6 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm - 
Worship/HC 

7 
8 am - Adult 
Forum 
9:30 - Worship/
HC/Fellowship 
 

8 
----------------- 
 
 
7 pm - Church 
Council 

9 
------WIC------- 

10 
------------------ 

11 
 
 
7 pm - 
Property 
Committee 

12 13 
 
 
 
5:30 pm - 
Worship/HC 

14 
8 am - Adult 
Forum 
9:30 - Worship/
HC/Fellowship 
Monthly 
Ministries for 
September 

15 Mary, 
Mother of 
Our Lord  
 
 
 
7:30 pm - 
Women of Joy 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
7 pm - 
Education 
Committee 

18 19 20 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm - 
Worship/HC 

21 
8 am - Adult 
Forum 
9:30 - Worship/
HC/Fellowship 

22 23 24 
Bartholomew, 
Apostle 

25 26 27 
 
 
5:30 pm - 
Worship/HC 

28 
8 am - Adult 
Forum 
9:30 - Worship/
HC/Fellowship 
Groundbreaking 

29 30 31 
 
7 pm - 
Confirmation 
Orientation 

   

August 2011 
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DO YOU  

WANT  
TO 

SHARE A  
FAVORITE  

RECIPE  
 

(like one you may 
have used lately  
for fellowship)  

 

....we have space for 
yours in the monthly 

newsletter !!!! 
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(CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED) 
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