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OUR MISSION STATEMENT IS DESIGNED TO DRAW PEOPLE TO THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY  
                                                                                             AND TO EXPERIENCE A LIFE WITH GOD.......................... 
 
Inspired by God and united in faith, the family of First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) utilizes the word and sacraments to share our time, talents and resources  

to nurture our spiritual growth and bring people of all ages 
 into the Christian community of God. 
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Pastoral Musings … 
 

Happy New Year! The weekend of November 26th/27th – the first weekend in the Advent season – 
marks the beginning of a new church year and the start of the Advent season. Ernst Kasemann has 
this to say about Advent: “Advent returns with each church year so that every generation may hear it 
afresh and accept it, every individual be reminded of it as of his or her own birthday”. During the 
Advent season several activities will be taking place. 
 Each Sunday at Fellowship a free-will offering will be received. This offering will be 
designated to ELCA Good Gifts. The ELCA is a church that is called to do God’s work in the world. 
Together as the ELCA, we do more than we could ever do alone; grow our congregations, inspire 
new leaders and care for those around the world who live with hunger and poverty. ELCA Good 
Gifts are a creative way to do just that. Your gifts go beyond our regular congregational offerings to 
support the ministries of the ELCA. Each ELCA Good Gift changes lives: the life of the person 
helped by your gift and your own. The ELCA Good Gifts catalogue will be available to allow you to 
view and help in the gift selection process. We are also applying for supplemental funds through our 
local Thrivent chapter. These special free-will offerings will be received on November 27th, 
December 4th, 11th, and 18th. 
 The weekend of December 3rd/4th will involve several activities. On Saturday, December 3rd, 
we will be participating in the Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Wal-Mart (North door). Our assigned 
time is 10 am—6 pm. A sign-up sheet will be passed during worship prior to that weekend. On 
Sunday, December 4th, following our morning worship, we will be decorating the church for the 
season. Everyone is invited to assist in the decorating as we look to celebrating the season. 
      All the Advent preparation helps us look toward the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord – 
Christmas Eve/Day. Special services will be held on Saturday, December 24th at 7 pm and 11 pm. 
(No 5:30 pm Saturday service this weekend.) Each service will include candlelighting and the 
celebration of Holy Communion. On Sunday, December 25th, our regular 9:30 am morning service 
will celebrate Christmas day. The regular service schedule will resume December 31st at 5:30 pm 
and January 1st at 9:30 am. 
      Let me turn to a word of THANKS. THANK YOU to all who have participated in a successful 
first quarter for our Wednesday evening Christian Education program – “Spark of Faith”/
Confirmation. The list of those involved is a long one. We appreciate everyone who provided food for 
our evening meals, those that prepared the food and cleaned-up after the meal. Special thanks to 
Dennis Johnson, Scott Kohmetscher, and Mike Ocken for coordinating the evening meals. Thanks to 
those involved in the educational portion of each evening … and SPECIAL THANKS our teachers 
Marla Hansen, Stacy Pieper, Phil Hallisey, Sarah Holthe, Jill Cosier, Brandi Throener and to our craft 
coordinator Liesal Hoffman. Thanks to Jolene Jensen for working with the music portion of our 
opening and closing worship. Each of your efforts contributed greatly to the success of our new 
education undertaking. We look forward to the 2nd quarter – beginning November 30th. If you would 
like to be part of the program, sign-up sheet to participate in various ways are in the Fellowship Hall. 
 We would also like to invite you to our Youth Christmas Program – Wednesday, December 
14th at 7 pm. 
 One last note for your 2012 calendar – the Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on 
Sunday, January 29, 2012 following Sunday morning worship. 
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ELCA PRAYER WEBSITE:   www.elca.org/prayer  
....a helpful resource to developing individual and corporate prayer life 

 

* * * * * * * * * *  PRAYER VENTURES  * * * * * * * * * * * 

1 On this World AIDS Day, pray for all people affected by HIV and AIDS and for those who minister to them, 
including the AIDS Circle of Hope of North Texas, located in Wichita Falls.  
 
2 Pray for the Latin American and Caribbean companion churches and organizations that have developed 
ministries with individuals living with HIV and AIDS in the region. Grant that their love, compassion, and 
advocacy on behalf of those living with HIV and AIDS bear witness to a love for all of creation.  
 
3 Pray for congregations who gather holiday gifts for children in need. Make these gifts a sign of God’s loving 
presence and love for all God’s children. 
 
4 Second Sunday of Advent 
God of the nations, we entrust to you the countries of Cape Verde, the Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and 
Senegal. Give hope where there is despair, strength where there is weakness and faith where it is sought. 
 
5 Give thanks for the 33 ELCA members who volunteered for 3 to 11 months through the ELCA Global 
Mission Volunteer program in 2011. Thank God for the generosity of these teachers, medical trainers, 
financial consultants and pastors. 
 
6 Pray for those living along coastal lines, that they may be protected from the devastation of annual 
typhoons and hurricanes, and those living in arid places that they may be saved from drought and famine. 
 
7 Pray for Robert Kasworm who serves the Machame Lutheran Hospital in Moshi, Tanzania. He is 
strengthening health-care delivery by creating strategic alliances between Tanzanian and U.S.-based health 
providers. 
 
8 Pray for the ELCA Malaria Campaign, which provides mosquito nets, insecticides, medication, health care, 
education and more to help eliminate deaths from this disease throughout the world. 
 
9 As we give thanks for the gift of God’s Son and the growing presence of Christ in our world, pray for 
missionary children who live, learn and grow in their faith in a variety of settings around the world. 
 
10 Pray for the continued advocacy of human rights as we celebrate the anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, that we might engage and remind people of the internationally recognized 
rights. 
 
11 Third Sunday of Advent 
We pray, O God, for the people of Benin, Côte d’Ivoire and Togo. Give strength to the churches in these 
lands as they witness to your peace and joy in the midst of great challenges and changes in their countries. 
 
12 Pray for the Rev. Philip, Lou-Marie Knutson and their family, who serve with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa. Philip works as a resource person for the Lutheran Communion in Southern 
Africa’s Christian education program. He also serves ELCA Global Mission as regional program assistant for 
Southern Africa. 
 
13 Pray for your local, state and federal elected officials, as they consider decisions that will affect you, your 
community and all of God's people. 
 
14 Give thanks for the ministry of presence that young adults serving through ELCA Global Mission provide 
throughout the world. Bless Megan Bucholz, Alma Gast, Lautin-Whitney Gottbrath, Sara Nobbs, Michelle 
Steiner and Courtney Weller, young adults serving in Jerusalem/West Bank. Bless Julie Rossate and Jeff 
VonWald, the country coordinators.  
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* * * * * * * * * *  PRAYER VENTURES  continued  * * * * * * * * * * * 

15 Pray for Welcome Home, a cooperative ministry of welcome between Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Philadelphia and Lutheran Children and Family Service that provides transitional housing for refugees who 
have just arrived in the United States.  
 
16 Give thanks for the ministry of the regional representatives as they accompany ELCA companion churches 
in various regions around the world. Pray for Phillip Baker in Asia and the Pacific; Lou Marie and Philip 
Knutson in Southern Africa; Andrew and Barbara Hinderlie in East Africa; Anne and Willie Langdji, and Viking 
and Marissa Dietrich in West Africa; Arden Haug in Europe; and Kathryn Lawler, David Wunsch and Stephen 
Deal in Latin America and the Caribbean.  
 
17 Pray for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, which serves to empower, provide relief and educate for 
future preparedness in response to devastating situations.  
 
18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Gracious God, look with favor upon the churches in Ghana and Nigeria, that, in the midst of great challenges 
of witnessing to your mercy, they may find strength and nourishment in your word. 
 
19 Pray for Mary Borgman who serves as an HIV and AIDS worker at the Diakonia Aids Ministry in Soweto, 
South Africa, a program of the Central Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa.  
 
20 Pray for ELCA World Hunger, which supports people who live with chronic hunger and poverty around the 
corner and around the world, though relief, development, education and advocacy. 
 
21 Pray for Katie Miyamoto who teaches English at Luther Gakuin High School in Kumamoro, Japan. She 
also is engaged in ministry at Kengun Lutheran Church and at the English-language gathering of Kumamoto 
Lutheran Church.  
 
22 Pray for all who suffer loneliness and heartache during the holiday season. 
 
23 Pray for David Vikner, as he engages supporters of the International Christian University in Japan through 
his leadership of the Foundation of the university.  
 
24 Pray for peace in Bethlehem and all of the Middle East on this holy night. 
 
25 Christmas 
Almighty God, give to all your people the love of peace and guide the leaders of all nations so that your 
kingdom will go forth in peace and the earth will be filled with your love. 
 
26 Give thanks for the example of Stephen the first martyr, who looked to heaven and prayed for his 
persecutors. Pray for an end to the continued persecution of the Christian church. 
 
27 Pray that churches throughout the world find ways to cooperate in love and trust in the common goal of 
pointing to the in-breaking reign of God in Christ. 
 
28 Remember today the slaughter of the innocent children of Bethlehem by order of King Herod. Pray for God 
to receive into the arms of mercy all innocent victims and to frustrate the designs of evil tyrants establishing 
God’s rule of justice, love and peace. 
 
29 Pray for an end to the greed and sexual exploitation that creates the demand for the trafficking of women 
and youth for exploitation and profiteering. 
 
30 Pray for the Turnaround Synod Initiative of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA, which seeks to 
equip congregations for ongoing renewal. 
 
31 Give thanks for the year past and pray that in the new year we may more fully know God’s presence, see 
God’s love at work and live in the light of Christ that grants us joy forever. 
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Council Meeting Minutes...Monday November 14, 2011 

Meeting called to order by Brian Leggett.  Present were Leggett, Scott Kohmetscher, Trevor 
Hansen, Darroll Loschen, Sharlene Most, Pastor Terry,  Beth Cosgrove, Bondel Friesen.  

Absent were Denny Johnson and Hannah Miller  
 
1.  Opening- Pastor led with a reading and a prayer. 
 
2. Approval of agenda.  Most approved.  Loschen 2nd.  All ayes. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes from October.  Loschen approved.  Cosgrove 2nd. All ayes 
 
4. Financial Report-  Cosgrove approved.  Kaliff  2nd.  All ayes. 
 
5. Building Project 
a) General Progress updated 
b) Chancel Design presented.  No motion needed.   
 
6. Pastor’s Report 
a) Communion Assistants 
b) Nebraska Synod/ELCA mission share discussed.  Council agreed to a 3% increase to 
share. 
c) Nominations need to be looked at for Jan meeting.   
d) We agreed to buy current copier for $121 from lease program.  We will address replacing 
when needed. 
e) Synod will be looking to call for a cluster meeting to look at filling the positions of Bishop. 
 
7. President’s- No Report  
 
8. Committees-  
a) Education-  
1)We had a thanksgiving dinner planned.  Preparing for 80 adults and children                                         
2) We will be having a Christmas program this year.  It will be after SPARK on Dec. 14th.  All 
church will be invited to attend.                                                                                  
 

****  UNAPPROVED COUNCIL MINUTES  ****  
 

Minutes will be published in the newsletter in a more timely manner     
 ..however please keep in mind these minutes have not been reviewed and approved  

by council members......this will take place at the next meeting on     12/12 
 

ALSO REMEMBER that anyone can come to listen to council meetings ..... 2nd Monday each month @ 7pm 
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HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED  . . . ??? 

Have you ever found yourself wondering about something that is going on in our church or 
within our church family ?? We would like to encourage an increase in communication among 
the congregation, committees, council  and Pastor.  Just write down your question, com-
ment or concern and place in the offering plate.  Please include your name, so that the 
council, appropriate committee and/or Pastor can respond to your comments. THANK YOU..... 

b) Endowment- No Report.  Review Bylaws.   
c) Memorial- No Report. Review Bylaws 
d) Mutual Ministries- No Report. Review Bylaws 
e) Outreach- Ordered mugs for visitors.  
f) Property- They have been attending weekly building meetings.  Replace footing on tables 
and chairs. 
g) Social-  Agreed to ring bells at Wal-Mart on Dec. 3rd.                                                   
h) Stewardship- They have received 56 giving cards.  Will mail out remaining. 
i) Worship-  Discussion on holiday service times. 
 
10. Old Business 
a)  Bylaws reviewed.  Will have ready to present to church at annual meeting.  
 
11. New Business 
 a) Budget reviewed 11-12.  Looking at a 1.9% overall increase.  This includes a share increase 
to ELCA of 3%.  Loschen moved.  Kaliff 2nd.  All ayes. 
b) Most moved to bring budget and recommend it to congregation.  Hansen 2nd.  All ayes. 
c) Annual Meeting is set for Jan. 29th.  Most moved.  Loschen 2nd.  All ayes. 
d) Need to nominate members for the audit committee. 
e) Council moved to not purchase a Sam's Club membership. Hansen moved.  Most 2nd.  All 
ayes. 
  
12. Adjournment-  Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
 
Next meeting is set for Monday December 12th.   
 
Submitted by Scott Kohmetscher, Council Secretary 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS December Anniversaries 
Pete and Sandi Teegerstrom 

12/04/1971 
 

Mark and Valerie Kaliff 
12/09/1989 

 

Jim and Donna Heins 
12/14/1974 

 

Ron and Renee Quast 
12/21/1993 

 

John and Lorena Overing 
12/30/1951 

1 - Roger Ideus 
4 - Brian Tonniges 
7 - Barb Ehlers 
7 - Pauline Smith 
12 - Reyce Krause 
15 - Haleigh Smith 
17 - Elaine Exstrom 
18 - Jeff Wiens 
19 - Kevin McKenna 
22 - Judy Danielson 
23 - Bryce Carson 
23 - Donna Kath 
25 - Anthony Sheppard 
26 - Sheldon Sandall 
27 - Analyse Hennings 
30 - Barb Koester 
31 - Seth Johnson 

I would like to send a big THANK YOU to the following people for delivering 
Meals on Wheels in October. 
 
Lloyd and Pat McCullough, Marianne Senff, Darroll & Donna Loschen, Jim 
Wagner, Valerie Kaliff, Tim & Holly Norquest, Stan & Grace Schulz, Jean 
Gaver, Edie Kleen, Dave & Jane Willis, Beth Sandall, Deanna Warnken, Lois 
Petersen,  Bud & Elaine Exstrom,   Without you people it could not have 
happened.  It was reported at our yearly meeting that 10,166 meals were 
delivered in York from November 2010 thru October 2011. 
 
In 2012 we are responsible for the last two weeks in July and the first two 
weeks in December, so please keep that in mind for next year. 
 
Thanks again for all your help, you make my job easier. 
 
Sandi Teegerstrom – Meals on Wheels coordinator 
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December 
Josh & Hannah Miller 
Frank & Beth Sandall family 
Brian & Linda Koehler family 
Brian & Kim Tonniges family 
Jan Axdahl 
Anthony Sheppard & Jen Wright 
family 
Jim & Barb Koester 
Ackerman/Senff 
Phil & Danyel Seevers family 
Ron & Donna Dedlow 
Scott & Michelle Dewey 
Phil & Jodie Hoarty family 
Jim & Kim Hoffman 
Joshua & Liesal Hoffman 
Jolene Jensen 
Jim & Jeanette Wagner 

January 
Cyndi Blackburn 
Tom and Joyce Bogenrief 
Jean Gaver 
Edie Kleen 
The Tom Hoarty family 
Jim and Kim Hoffman 
Jeremy Hoffman 
Josh and Liesal Hoffman 
The Clark Mitchell family 
Rodger and Julie Pracheil 
Mike and Carolyn Sandall 
Rachel Sandall 
Pete and Sandi Teegerstrom 
Celeste Homan 
The Jason Throener family 

 

COMMITTEE CORNER 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
 
Dec 4 - Karlee and Abbey Seevers 
Dec 11 - Jillian Stark and Shelbi Pieper 
Dec 18 - Hannah Norquest and Kimberly  
Hallisey 
Dec 24 7 pm - Shelbi Pieper 
Dec 24 11 pm - 
Dec 25 -  
Jan 1 -  

OUTREACH  COMMITTEE REPORT 

 DO YOU KNOW NEW MEMBERS  
TO THE COMMUNITY ??   

 Let the Outreach Committee know the  
details and we will send a welcome to York 

 as well as an invitation to worship  
at First Lutheran 

WORKING 
TOGETHER  IN  

MONTHLY  
MINISTRY TEAMS 
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10/29  44  11/12  33 
10/30  129  11/13  78 
11/5  19  11/19  27 
11/6  110  11/20  100 

COME AND 
JOIN....... 
Adult Forum 
.....check it Out 
 

 
Every Sunday 8:00am 
in TERP  

POINSETTIAS 
      
This year Poinsettia Plants may be ordered for $12.00 each. 
Plants will be ordered from McNeill Floral. Orders need to be 
received by Monday, December 12th. Please place this form and 
your money in the offering plate.  
 
 

Name who ordered ________________________________ 
#_______ of  plants/Total $______ 
 

 
_______________________________________________ 

In  Memory  or  Honor  (circle choice)   of:  
 


