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MEALS on WHEELS

First Lutheran is responsible for Meals on Wheels
the last two weeks in October (the 17th through
the 31st). There are 4 routes per day. Please call
Sandi Teegerstrom at 402-362-6208 if you are
willing to help. If no

one answers, please

leave a message and

she will get back to

you. All help is

welcome, even if you

are only available a

day or two.
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First Lutheran Church Members

In an effort to get better acquainted with members of First Lutheran, the Outreach
Committee is giving each member or family unit a chance to “shine on line”. The
Outreach Committee will be mailing a “Family History Narrative” to 10 or 12 families
monthly over the course of the coming year.

We will also ask you to share a recent photo of yourself or your family along with your
“Family History Narrative”. If you do not have a recent photo please contact Beth
Cosgrove, a member of the Outreach Committee, to arrange a convenient time to
have a photo taken. She can be reached at 402/362-6533 or 402/363-1234.

It is our plan that several members will be featured each month in the church
newsletter. We hope many of you will take this opportunity to let us get to know you

better.

First Lutheran Church Outreach Committee

LUTHERAN
ENGAGED
ENCOUNTER

First Lutheran’s
Wedding Coordinator

Jen Hoebelheinrich

CONGRATULATIONS .. ... your son, daughter, niece

nephew or grandchild is getting married !! And yare
already thinking of the perfedVEDDING GIFT that
will last a lifetime !

Look no further.....the Lutheran Engaged Encounter ha

your answer. A weekend with other engaged cougiels
plenty of time alone together to build a closeatiehship
offers a wonderful positive and personal expegenit is
designed to give couples planning marriage
opportunity to talk honestly and intensively inacé-to-
face way about their future life together, theirengths
and weaknesses, their desires, ambitions, and;gaads
their role in church and society.

In the narthex there are brochures located in #mephlet
rack that give all the details of dates, time anaces
throughout the entire United States.

A wedding is just a day—
A Marriage is a Lifetne !

-
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DO YOU
WANT
TO
SHARE A
FAVORITE
RECIPE

(like one you may
have used lately
for fellowship)

....we have space fol
yours in the monthly
newsletter !!!!

Lutheran Marriage Encounter

The next Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend will be in Omaha,

October 14-16.

For more information go to http://www.godlovesmarriage.org or contact
Dave & Elsa Larson at 402-483-5404 or delarson@windstream.net.

Lutheran Marriage Encounter will be in Lincoln February 10-12, 2012.
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1 Pray for the Conference of Bishops who are at the Lutheran Center in Chicago, Illinois, for their fall meeting.

2 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Gracious God, we pray for the people of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, that they may find peace and security.

3 Pray for the Lutheran Office for World Community as it monitors and responds to the work of the United Nations
in humanitarian issues.

4 Pray for Alicia and the Rev. David Brondos in Mexico City. David teaches at the Theological Community of
Mexico, an ecumenical association of theological schools.

5 Pray for the start up of ministry with the Latino community in the Eleva, Wisconsin, area. Pray that leaders rise
up to guide the ministry for the sake of the gospel.

6 Pray for the Rev. Jackie Griffin, a pastor and nurse completing her Sango language study, who will begin a
ministry of accompaniment with the Central African Women for Christ department of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of the Central African Republic.

7 Pray for doctors, nurses and other health care professionals as the flu season begins.

8 Give thanks for the many years of faithful ministry provided by Dr. Mark and Linda Jacobson to the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanzania. Mark is a medical doctor and serves as director of Arusha Lutheran Medical
Center. Linda works with the center's Sexual Abuse and Rape Care Center and provides orientation and
hospitality to the many volunteers who come to work at the center and Selian Hospital.

9 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Merciful God, in the midst of economic, political and social challenges, we pray that you will give strength and
wisdom to the people of Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal.

10 Pray for explorers and travelers, that they may learn and grow from their experiences around the world. Help
us to honor and value the diversity of all of God’s children.

11 Pray for the ELCA Southeastern Synod Leadership Convocation meeting at Lutheridge in Arden, North
Carolina, October 11-13.

12 Give thanks for Bernard Gianoli and the work he does on behalf of the ELCA with Disaster Response and
Recovery and Rehabilitation in Haiti after the 2011 earthquake. Pray for the Lutheran Church in Haiti and all the
people in Haiti that have seen their lives turned around by this disaster.

13 Pray for the leaders who gather in Chicago, lllinois, for "Word Alive: Planning the Future of the Book of Faith
Initiative," October 13-15.

14 Pray for the board for the Association of Lutheran Resource Centers who meet in Chicago, lllinois, October
13-15 to plan on behalf of ELCA Resource Centers.

15 Pray for all who serve in chaplaincy ministries that they may be sustained with a living hope, especially in
times of despair.
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16 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

God of the nations, we give thanks for the Christian communities in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Strengthen them
to be witnesses of your love and peace. Bless the companion relationships among the South Andhra Lutheran
Church of India and the ELCA Northeastern Minnesota Synod, and the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church and the
ELCA Northwestern Minnesota Synod.

17 Pray for all who are recovering from natural disasters throughout the world and in the United States.

18 Pray for the Rev. John Lunn, who serves in India with the Palliative Care Unit at Christian Medical College in
Vellore. Pastor Lunn helped to develop this program and is actively involved in health ministries in India and Liberia.

19 Pray for the Executive Board Meeting of the Women of the ELCA that meets in Chicago, lllinois, October 19-23.

20 Give thanks for the work of the Rev. Randall and Gail Mundt, who are moving from Copenhagen, Denmark, where
Randall served as interim pastor, to Tokyo, Japan, where he will serve as interim at Tokyo Union Church.

21 Pray for corporate leaders as they develop policies to protect the human rights of both employees and those in
their sphere of influence as well as seeking ways for their companies to be good stewards of God's creation.

22 Pray for Phil and June Nelson, serving in Cameroon. Phil works with both the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Cameroon and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Central African Republic, managing logistics for missionaries and
visitors as well as providing support for these churches in their relationships with ELCA synods, congregations and
members. June serves as a nurse at Ngaoundere Protestant Hospital; she also manages guesthouses and provides
a ministry of hospitality for visitors.

23 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
We praise you, loving God, for the warm welcome and hospitality experienced by visitors to the Indian Ocean island
nations of Comoros, Mauritius, Seychelles, Maldives and Madagascar.

24 Pray for the ELCA Montana Synod's Northern Rockies Institute of Theology that meets in Great Falls, Havre and
Glendive, October 24-26.

25 Pray for the Rev. Andrew and Barbara Hinderlie. Andrew serves as regional representative for East Africa,
working with churches of Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. Barbara is the regional representative for Tanzania
and Madagascar, accompanying the churches in these countries in a vast array of ministries including its companion
relationships with ELCA synods and groups.

26 Pray for all who care for orphans, older adults and others without resources or family throughout the world.

27 Pray for the Rev. Peter and Michele Johnson and their family. Peter serves as pastor of St. Andrew’s Church and
Director of St. Andrew’s Refugee Service. Called to serve people in need in Cairo, the refugee service annually
meets the educational, nutritional and cultural needs of over 1,600 refugees from Sudan and throughout the
continent of Africa.

28 Pray for those who labor to rebuild economies shattered after the war.

29 Give thanks for Carol and the Rev. James Sack, serving with the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church. James
teaches pastoral care and counseling at the Japan Lutheran Theological College and Seminary, Tokyo. Carol
reaches out to those facing death with a pastoral harp ministry.

30 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
We bless you, O God, for sending your Spirit into the hearts of the people of Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo
and Rwanda. As challenges and discord continue, make grace abound in the hearts of your children.

31 On Reformation Day, pray for the ongoing reformation of this church that the gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed
for the sake of the whole world. 5
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes...Monday September 12, 2011
Meeting called to order by Brian Leggett. Present were Leggett, Hannah Miller, Scott Kohmetscher,
Trevor Hansen, Darroll Loschen, Sharlene Most, Pastor Terry, Beth Cosgrove, Valerie Kaliff, and
Denny Johnson
Absent was Trevor Hansen

1.0pening-_ Pastor led with a reading and a prayer.

2.Approval of agenda . Loschen approved. Most 2nd. All ayes.

3.Approval of Minutes _ from August. Loschen approved. Cosgrove 2nd. All ayes

4. Financial Report-
-Discussed bulletin how to explain expenditures and receipts and how to make it clear to
congregation. Discussion tabled. Most approved all bills. Johnson 2nd. All ayes.

5.Building Project

a)Discussed progress at weekly meeting

b)Floor- discussed broadloom versus tile. Tabled discussion

c)Pews- Company came and measured church for moving pews, reconfiguring church, waiting for
estimates

d)Organ- Contacted company about moving organ and requested estimate

e)Sound- Contacted Midwest Sound about updates and wiring for AV equipment

f)Account set up to receive securities to give as capital donations for campaign

6.Pastor’'s Report

a)Communion Assistants

b)Cluster in Stromsburg- still looking for 2 reps from church

c)Transfer of Dean and Jeanette Richardson to Seward. Most approved. Cosgrove 2nd. All ayes
d)Newsletters- Drop postal permit at a savings of $190. Saving 20-30 dollars a month on mailing
costs as well.

e) Youth request to sell Miracle Keys computers. Council granted permission. We will also look at
new computer for office.

f) Vacation for pastor set October 7-10. Contact fill position.

7.President’s - No Report
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8.Committees -
a) Education-
1)Spark first week had 32 kids. Went well with food and program.
b)Endowment- No Report. Review Bylaws.
c)Memorial- No Report. Review Bylaws
d)Mutual Ministries- No Report. Review Bylaws
e)Outreach-No Report. Discussed bylaws.
f) Property- No report.
a) Social- Meet on 9/17.
h)Stewardship- Met 9/6. Bylaws reviewed. Will bring to October meeting.
i) Worship- Marianne Senff resigned as monthly ministries coordinator. We will inquire with staff
about filling position. Also will contact Presbyterian them coming to our church on October 2nd. Will
see if they will switch with February date.

10. Old Business
a) Need to bring review of bylaws to meeting in October so that we can begin process of having
them ready for votes in January.

11. New Business
a)We agreed to hold and wait for support for Mission work as Jean Kocher returned to country.
Loschen moved to suspend. Cosgrove 2nd. All ayes.

b)Will check with Presbyterian church about Oct. 2nd.

12. Adjournment - Closed with Lord’s Prayer

Next meeting is set for Monday October 10th.

Submitted by Scott Kohmetscher, Council Secretary
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October
Tom & Joyce Bogenrief
Ray & Jean McKenna
Naomi Fassnacht
Bev Smith
Mike & Mignon Ocken
Trevor & Marla Hansen family
Larry Hineline
Don & Helen Lulow
Merlyn & Velda Minderman
Mike & Carolyn Sandall
Jon & Terri Baehr family
Denny & Roxane Johnson
Ken & Kelly Mostrom family
Jon & Stacy Pieper family
Ron & Renee Quast family
Rachel Sandall

November
Denny & Judy Danielson family
Tom & Jeanette Shellington
Brian & Kim Tonniges family
Jan Axdahl
Anthony Sheppard & Jen Wright
family
Don Bailey
Matt & Tiffany Krause family
Ray & Jean McKenna
Joe & Angie Johnson family
Darroll & Donna Loschen
Phil & Sheri Hallisey family
Roger & Valora ldeus
Jim & Linda Martindale
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE

10/2 - Morgan and Shelby Rumery

10/9 - Kortnie Sheppard and Jillian Stark
10/16 - Bryce and Brady Danielson

10/23 - Karlee and Abbey Seevers

10/30 - Kimberly Hallisey and Ammy Hoarty

11/6 - Max and Sam Kohmetscher
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FIRST LUTHERAN RECYCLES

— Do You &%

ELCA National Youth
Gathering Update

The ELCA National Youth Gathering is in New
Orleans
July 18 - 22, 2012

First Lutheran is sending 13 youth and 9 adults
to the National Youth Gathering. They would
like to thank the church and it's members for all

the help and support.

These adults and youth have made a commitment
to attend:

Trent Koehler
Mackinley Johnson
Alyssa Naber

Bryce Carson Mignon Ocken
Aaron Norquest Angie Johnson
Mikel Sheppard Becky Houtwed
Cati Sila Jen Hoebelheinrich
Jordyn HoebelheinrichCyndi Blackburn
Braux Williams Ron Quast

Jed Blackburn Jonah Blackburn
Becky Quast Tim Norquest
Mason Houtwed Brian Koehler

Adam Wright

11



“As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in

another sixty, and in another thirty.”

- Jesus in Matthew 13:23

As farmers prepare their fields for planting, Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries prepares the
hearts of young people to receive the seeds of faith. We often have to break through the hard
ground of disbelief, work topsoil so that roots will grow deep, weed out the thorns that choke the
Good News, and cultivate fertile soil that produces a plentiful harvest.

The seeds you plant in your field can help the seeds of faith sown in the hearts of our youth. We
encourage you to consider donating bushels of corn, soybeans, wheat or other commodities directly
to NLOM. While you will likely receive tax advantages for you gift, you will receive a greater blessing
by making an eternal investment in the lives of Nebraska’s children and teens.

Reasons to Give

Beyond the tax advantages, there are
many reasons to make a commaodity gift to
NLOM.
Invest in the potential and promise of
our young people.
Support the local community by raising
strong, faithful leaders.
Develop younger, more enthusiastic
members of your congregation.
Enable NLOM to reach children and
teens through relevant programs.
Increase the number of young people
who are able to attend camp.

How to Give

Please complete the Blessings by the Bushel
form and return it to NLOM. We will create an
account at your chosen elevator and provide
grain disposition instruction. Upon delivery of
your commodity to the elevator, please request
that the donated bushels be placed into
NLOM'’s account. If you or your elevator
operator have any questions, please contact
Jason Gerdes toll-free at (888) 656-6254 or at
402-430-1693.
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As baptized member of the body of Christ, we gratefully confess
Jesus as Lord and Savior. We boldly proclaim the gospel as the Word
of God. We clearly recognize the gifts that God has first give us
through grace, and we joyfully accept our role and responsibility as
stewards.

The following principles provide a foundation for the life of a faithful
and generous steward. The principles are connected to the 10
Stewardship Principles that come from the Apostle Paul’s writing to
the church in Corinth. You are encouraged to reflect on one of the
principles each day for the ten days prior to our Estimate of Giving/
Commitment Weekend, November 57/6™. [The alternate weekend will
be November 12"/13" ]

Focal Verse : “But when you give alms, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your
alms may be done in secret ...” [Matthew 6.3-4]

Reflection: We live our faith in the One who is coming soon. During the wait, pressing human needs
are always with us. Some needs and some people are easier for us to see than others. During the
wait, some questions press hard on Christian faith.

Why do we have what we have?

When we focus on scarcity, it seems as though there isn’t enough of anything, that God hasn’t
been generous. As a result, our faith shrinks down to what little can be seen. But with faith we can
see abundance, for more than enough. Once we become aware of God’s abundance, we may also
realize that there is more than enough of all God’s gifts. God’s abundance is at the heart of the
Bible.

What do you have that you did not receive?
Why do you have what you have?

We have what we have so that we bear fruit. We have what we have so that we build up the
church. We have what we have so that we wait well.

Luke 12.48 refers directly to God’s expectations of how we handle the things entrusted to our
care: “From everyone to whom much as been given, much will be required; and from the one to
whom much as been entrusted, even more will be demanded.” This verse is part of a larger
discussion on how well Christ’s stewards wait for his return.

(Golv, John L., Our Stewardship: Managing Our Assets, © 2002, Augsburg Fortress, p. 17, 19-21)

Prayer: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of
all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may
receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen (from ELW)
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Focal Verse: “Who knows? God may relent and change his
mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do
not perish.” [Jonah 3.9]

Reflection: Christian stewards strives to know God’s expectations
and act on that knowledge, recognizing that they are following a plan
that is not their own, with resources not their own but entrusted to
their care. They know that they are accountable for what they do
with what they have.

If what we want is what matters most, then what God wants will
not come first. In that case, following the wishes of the majority will
appear to be the leader's most important task.

God’s gifts come with the expectation that they will be used for
God’s purposes. True joy is discovered in receiving, using, and
offering God’s gifts as stewards. This may require change in
individuals and congregations. Even those people most certain that
nothing more is required than what has always been done in the

past can be motivated to learn what God requires of us and work to carry through faithfully with

what we have been given.

(Golv, John L., Our Stewardship: Managing Our Assets, © 2002, Augsburg Fortress, p. 24, 30 and
33)

Prayer: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin. For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have |
sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless
when you pass judgment.” Psalm 51.1-4] Have mercy, O God. In Jesus name. Amen

*kkkhkkhkkhkhkhkrhkhkkkhkkkhkhkk*k*k

Focal Verse: “For | am longing to see you so that | may
share with you some spiritual gifts to strengthen you — or
rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each
other’s faith, both yours and mine.

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘the one who is
righteous will live by faith.” [Romans 1.11-12, 17]

Reflection: In ministry in daily life theology, giftedness is presumed
as the underground spring from which any sense of ministry is fed.
“You are capable of doing God’s will in your life; go out and do it!”
Instead of relying on the definitions of “ministry” that spring from the
programs and structures of the church as the sole source of identity
or life purpose, Christians assay their God-given assets — their gifts
— and from that prayerful, appreciative inquiry into their talents they
construct the forms and functions of ministry that best fit their
capabilities and sense of life purpose. Thus daily life ministry is
always springing from a sense of well-being, or positive energy, of gratitude and of possibility.

15



In this mode of thinking, God’s gifts are graced evidence of God’s will for Christians’ lives, the
condemnation of the Law is a past-tense matter and the future is always hope-ful. Christians who
minister in Christ’s name do so with the assurance that, by God’s surprising grace, they have what
it takes to bring about God’s purposes for the world. They are powerful, effective and loved. They
are people with mission and purpose. They cannot be stopped.

(http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Mionistry-in-Daily-Life/Gifts-and-Spirituality.aspx)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you show us grace and mercy beyond reason. As we respond to the
gifts we have received may our actions be acceptable. For our giving reflects what you have first
given us. Through these actions may others see you and give you glory. In Jesus nhame. Amen

R R S I S S b b S S I S

Focal Verse: “O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make
a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come
into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful
noise to him with songs of praise!” [Psalm 95.1-2]

Reflection: Living is giving. We give life best as we give our
strengths, gifts, and competencies in the service of God’s mission.
Our giving makes a difference in our families, our work, our
community, our world and our church.

God calls congregations to mission. Money follows mission.

Discover the ways in which God is helping you and your
congregation to be a people of faith, to be a mission people.

People have a genuine spirit of generosity. We have this spirit of
generosity because of Whose we are, not who we are.

We want our lives to count in enduring ways. Most of us hope we
will have an impact in lasting ways as we raise our children and
pass on to them a sense of grace and compassion, integrity and
character, wisdom and judgment, hope and peace. In every-day,

ordinary life, we hope our lives will have enduring value as we touch others’ lives.

There is in us a persistent, deeply felt yearning and longing that our lives count in helpful,
enduring ways. [We] want to do something specific and concrete that will help make [our] lives
meaningful. (Callahan, Kenneth L., Giving and Stewardship in an Effective Church, Harper/San
Francisco, © 1992, p. 3-22)

Prayer: Heavenly Father you direct all that we do. Following your word, we ask, search and knock
trusting in your sure and certain promise that whatever is done in your name, consistent with your
will comes to fruition through your grace. In Jesus name. Amen

*kkkhkkhkkhkhkhkrhkhkkkkhkkhkhkhkk*k*
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Focal Verse: “Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O
righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.”
[Psalm 32.11]

Reflection: We need to give and we need to give gladly. What else
does Scripture have to say on the subject?

On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save
whatever extra you earn, so that collections need not be taken when
| come. [1* Corinthians 16.2]

The faith practice of making a regular financial offering to your
congregation is grounded in a “first fruits” biblical principle. Your
generosity is ... part of your day-in-and-day-out joyful response as a
child of God.

Offerings refer to giving that is above and beyond, and never in
place of, your commitment to regular congregational giving ...

Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where not thief comes near and no moth destroy.
[Luke 12.33]

Alms are our compassionate, heartfelt response to the people Jesus mentioned in Matthew 25:
those “least” of our sisters and brothers who are “less” than we in circum-stance only and always
our equal in their humanity. Your outreach makes God’s love for them feel very real and very
immediate; your kindness reveals Christ’s presence within them as well. (ELCA, Stories of Faith in
Action — 2010, p. 7)

Prayer: Open our hearts, O Lord, and enlighten our minds by the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we

may seek what is well-pleasing to thy will; and so order our doings after thy commandments, that

we may be found meet to enter into thine unending joys; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
(Bede [the Venerable], For All the Saints, © 1995, American
Lutheran Publicity Bureau, p. 32)

EE R I I B S I S S

Focal Verse: “Since, then, we have a great high priest who
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast to our confession.”

“Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with
boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.” [Hebrews 4.14, 16]

Reflection: A more holistic ethic ... is built in part on ... “an attitude
of gratitude,” which the Bible says comes from counting our
blessings.

... the biblical ethic calls for us to live with hope today ...

17



Henri Nouwen has observed, “The paradox of expectation is that those who believe in tomorrow can
live better today.”

The biblical ethic clearly indicates that taking care of today includes being conscious of what we
are investing in for tomorrow.

Americans might find greater meaning and purpose in life, and therefore become happier ... if we
grow more conscious of our blessings and lovingly share them with our neighbors suffering from
other epidemics.

(Moore, Gary, Faithful Finances 101, Templeton Foundation Press, 2003, p. 44, 47, and 48)

Prayer: God of wisdom and love, source of all good, send your Spirit to teach us your truth and
guide our actions in your way of peace. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen (The Roman Missal
© 1973, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.)

R R S B S b b b S S S I S

Focal Verse: “Be on your guard, so that you do not lose
what we have worked for, but may receive a full reward.
Everyone who does not abide in the teaching of Christ,
but goes beyond it, does not have God; whoever abides
in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.” [2™
John 1.8-9]

Reflection: A steward is a person given responsibility for managing
that which belongs to another. Everything belongs to God, and we
are put in charge to insure proper use of His gifts. The responsibility
of a steward is to act on behalf of the owner, or Creator.

A deep commitment to Christ gives proper value and place to
possessions. An old axiom declares, “Whatever gets our attention,
gets us.” Without a value base from which to order possessions,
they invade life quietly, and it is not long before things possess the
person rather than the person possessing things.

Time, talent and treasure are a part of the responsibility
entrusted to persons. Time is given to us as a gift from God to use
for His glory. Stewardship includes our proper use of time.

God gifted each person. By using our gifts or talents, we are fulfilled, we feel needed, and, more
importantly, we bring glory to our Creator. [Money] is a thermometer of whether our commitment id
adequate. Genuine Christianity must go beyond the pocket-book. It must reach the heart.

Stewardship that sees everything under the category of responsible care not only will make
giving by tithes and offerings a priority but also will give other things as well, such as time and
talents.

“What does money have to do with the gospel?” Quite a bit, for what we do with our
possessions is a window on the soul. It reveals priorities and commitment. (Strait, Neil, C.,
Stewardship is More Than Tine, Talent, and Things, Beacon Hill Press, © 1993, p. 23-44.)

Prayer: Lord Jesus, as you have come to us, come for us, come to restore us; may our lives reflect
for others to see these great gifts. In Jesus name. Amen

*kkkhkkhkkhkhkhkrhkhkkkkhkkkhkhkk*k*k
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Focal Verse: “For this reason | remind you to rekindle the
gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my
hands; for god did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but
rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.”
[2" Timothy 1.6-7]

Reflection: Paul speaks of two motivations for giving our- selves,
our time and our possessions to God’s work. In 2" Corinthians 8.9,
he appeals to the model and example of Jesus and asks us to give
as Jesus did. In 2" Corinthians 9.8, he reminds us that God
promises to richly supply all that is needed for us to continue to give.

The model of Jesus and the promise of God’s provision motivate
us to be generous.

Our generosity honors God, the source of all generosity. Our
generosity makes God’s purposes known. By God’s power, our
generosity provides the announcement of the Good News of
salvation and the deeds of mercy, the actions of love, which serve
the needs of people everywhere.

Our generosity draws us closer to God, the Giver of all good gifts. Generous deeds shape our
lives and our understandings. Through generosity we begin to know more deeply and more
broadly the graciousness of god. Generosity does not change God’s behavior toward us, but it
changes our behavior toward God.

(Meier, Michael, Step by Step, © 2001, ELCA, p. 1)

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you remind us that “It is more blessed to give than to receive” [Acts 20.35].
You have given us the greatest gift, everlasting life in your kingdom. You invite us to participate in
your kingdom now as we experience the joy of giving. In all we do, may we be joyful and regular in
our giving as we are a blessing to others. Amen
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Focal Verse: “Thus says the LORD: What wrong did your
ancestors fin in me that they went far from me, and went
after worthless things, and became worthless them-
selves?” [Jeremiah 2.5]

Reflection: Stewardship is a lifestyle that reflects who we are and
what we believe, and this involves daily living. A commitment to
stewardship should influence our most basic choices: how we spend
our free time; how we develop and use the skills and abilities God
has given us; and how we earn, save, spend, and share our money.

A commitment to stewardship as a way of life should have an
impact on everything we choose to do — no exceptions. A genuine
conversion to stewardship means seeing everything differently (with
new eyes) and acknowl-edging that everything we have comes to us
from God as a gift to be cared for responsibly and share generously
with others.
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It is how we live each day. It is the choices we make and the lifestyles we live — not just on Sunday
but every day, one day at a time, one choice at a time, until the good and gracious God calls us
home ....
(Conway, Daniel, “What Do | Own and What Owns Me?” Twenty Third Publications, © 2005, p. 20-
21)

Prayer: Lord Jesus let our lives reflect our love for you as we share with our neighbor all that you
give us. Through what we do in your name allow your light to shine through us drawing all to know
you. This we pray in Jesus name. Amen

*kkkhkkhkkhkhkhkrhkhkkkhkkkhkhkk*k*k

Focal Verse: “So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us
speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of
one another.” [Ephesians 4.25]

Reflection: We must begin with this basic vision: our goal is to find
the life that God wants us to have, in confidence that this will be the
best life we could possibly have.

What we are supposed to do for God is directly related to what
God does for us. For example, the Bible teaches that generosity is a
fruit of God’s Holy Spirit [Galatians 5.22-23]. The way to become
generous people, then, involves not quenching God’s Spirit [1%
Thessalonians 5.19], but allowing the transforming work of Christ to
have its full effect in shaping us to be the people God wants us to be
[Romans 12.2, 2™ Corinthians 5.17; Galatians 2.20; Philippians 1.6].

We are invited to put money in the offering plate on Saturday
evening/Sunday morning not because the church needs our money
but because we want and need to give it. We have a spiritual need
to worship God, and through our offerings we are able to express
our love and devotion for God in a way that is simple and sincere.
The motivation of the giver is what counts most, not the size of the

gift or degree of benefit to the recipient [see Mark 12.42-44].

There is a strong connection between love and giving. Most of us know what it is like to love
someone so much that we want to give them things. The motivation for such gifts is not primarily
obligation but desire — we give not because it is something we should do but because it is
something we want to do. (Powell, Mark Allan, Giving to God: The Bible’s Good News about Living
a Generous Life, © 2006, Errdmans Publishing, p. 3, 4, 12, and 15)

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we find it easier to place our focus on ourselves, what is happening in our
lives now and find it more difficult to see the future you have promised with its goodness for all
creation. Move us, by your Spirit, to act appropriately in all times and places; so that all will come to
know and trust the gift you give us. In Jesus name. Amen
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October 2011

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
5:30 pm -
Worship/HC
2 3 4 7pm-|5 6 7 8
8 am -Adult Stewardship
Forum Committee | 5:30 pm -
9:30 am- 7:30 pm - “Spark”/
Worship/HC - Worship Confirmation 5:30 pm -
Fellowship Committee | 8 pm - Choir Worship/HC
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8 am -Adult | - =-=-WIC----- | —mommmmeee
Forum 5:30 pm -
9:30 am - “Spark”/
Worship/HC 7 pm - Church Confirmation 5:30 pm -
Fellowship Councill 8 pm - Choir Worship/HC
16 17 18 Luke, 19 20 21 22
8 am -Adult Meals on Evangelist 9 am -Faith in
Forum Wheels > | Action - York
9:30 am - (through Oct 31st) 5:30 pm -
Worship/HC “Spark”/
Fellowship 7:30 pm - Confirmation 5:30 pm -
Women of Joy 8 pm - Choir Worship/HC
23 8am- 24 25 26 27 28 simon | 29
Adult Forum and Jude,
9:30 am - Meals on Apostles
Worship/Rite of | Wheels >
Affirmation of (through Oct 31st) 5:30 pm -

Baptism/HC 7pm- "Spark’f 5:30 pm -
Fellowship Outreach Confirmation Worship/HC
Committee | 8 pm - Choir

30 31

8 am -Adult Reformation Day
Forum Meals on

9:30 am - Wheels

Worship/HC

(through Oct 31st)
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